The Persian Market by A. Ketelby

This music which describes a market in Persia enables us to use Drama, roll games  and costumes and we can use it for making the traditional "Purim Market" in which the children can buy and sell used perfumes bottles, make up, parts of costumes Human touch etc. 

 From my experience, the children love this activity and this music.

Ketelby , which was an English composer from the last century was famous for his programmatic music which he wrote for the silent  movies. His music is excelling in its ability to describe ethnic situations and it is very obvious in the Persian Market which gives us the Middle East atmosphere.  

The most obvious musical topic in this piece is the Legato and the Staccato
 The meaning of the word "Legato" is to connect things together   and it describes how the player plays the different tones without stopping between one and another. The player connects the tones and the  graphic symbol for that is an arch above the notes that will be connected by the player.
Staccato is the opposite of Legato and it means separating one note from the next one.

 The player plays the note very shortly and separated from each other.

The symbol of Staccato is a dot above or under the note,

Musical activity
The purpose of the activity is to help the children find the Legato parts in the music

First listening:

When you hear the Staccato, tap on your body in different ways and ask the children to imitate you.
When you hear the Legato ask the children to stroke there body or roll their hands

Explain to the children what is staccato and what is legato
 Second Listening:
Give each child a ball: When the children will hear the Staccato they will make the ball jump. When they will hear the Legato, they will roll the ball on their body or on the floor. If you do not have balls you can use bottle covers. The children will use them to produce short sounds in the Staccato and will roll them in the Legato
Third listening:
 Give every two children a paper and two crayons. One child will do dots when the Staccato will be heard and the other will draw long lines when the Legato will be heard. I must tell you that in the first part there is a very short part of Legato in between the Staccato. I do not ask the children to pay attention to that. The children consider the first part as Staccato.

 Forth listening
Give every two children one big rubber band. One child will dance with it in the Legato parts and than will stretch it in the Staccato part for the other child  to produce sounds.
 Learn how to play by the Rhythmic score:

A. read the score with no music

 B. Play the score with body percussion with no music

C. Play the score with the musical instruments with no music.
D. Play the score with the musical instruments with music

Drama activities for Purim with the music
Background for the activity:

 I tell the children that in the desert there used to have one day a week for the market in the days of Mordechai and Ester. There was a special building for that market and a guard who opened the gate of that place very early in the morning. The merchants came in and organized their shops and got ready for the market day.
 One day the Queen decided to come to the market for shopping. She and her helpers rode the camels to the market.
At the first part of the music we hear the sounds of Staccato which imitate the gallop of the camels, in the desert, riding to the market.
A group of children that represents the Queen and her helpers rides imaginary camels to the market in the first part. Meanwhile, the merchants organize their shops.
When you hear the Legato part, played by the string instruments, that group gets into the market. As an act of honor, they get what they want to buy, free of charge!
 Each of the children who are part of the Queen group has a small basket to put their shopping inside.

 When you hear again the short tones of the flute, it means that the king is riding its camels to the market too.

Another group of children rides imaginary camels and they are the king and his helpers.

The Brass instruments announce that the king entered the market and then you hear the Legato again. In this part the king, the queen and their helpers buy things.
At the end of the melody you hear the instruments playing slowly: The king and the queen leaves the market, the guard announce that soon the market day will be off and every one has to go home. At the last tone the guard "close the big door of the market or bazaar place.

Organize the children in the following groups:
The Queen and her helpers, the king and his helpers, the merchants, the snake trainer and the market guard who gets a big key to open the gate of the market before the beginning of the music. He closes the gate at the last tone

Give the king and the queen group small baskets for their shopping; give the merchants a scarf that will be the basis for his shop and some things to sell. 

 If you want to upgrade the activity, add bills of "money" so the children will have to calculate!
