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The Trout Quintet is the popular name for the Piano Quintet in A major by Franz Schubert. The work was composed in 1819, when Schubert was only 22 years old.
Rather than the usual piano quintet lineup of piano and string quartet, Schubert's piece is written for piano, violin, viola, cello and double bass.
The piece is known as the Trout because the fourth movement is a set of variations on Schubert's earlier Lied "Die Forelle" (The Trout). Apparently, the quintet was written for Sylvester Paumgartner, of Steyr in Upper Austria, a wealthy music patron and amateur cellist, who also suggested that Schubert include a set of variations on the Lied.
[image: image2.jpg]





The Quintet players








