The string instruments:

A string instrument is a musical instrument that produces sound by means of vibrating strings The most common string instruments in the string family are violin, cello, viola, double bass, mandolin, banjo, guitar, and harp.
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All string instruments produce sound from one or more vibrating strings, transferred to the air by the body of the instrument or by a pickup in the case of electronically-amplified instruments. 
The string instruments are usually categorized by the technique used to make the strings vibrate 

The three most common techniques are:

 Plucking: It is done either by a finger or thumb or by some type of plectrum. It is used in a Banjo, Sitar, Oud, Mandolin, Harp, Guitar and more.
 Bowing: It is a method used in some string instruments, including the violin, viola and cello. The bow consists of a stick with many hairs stretched between its ends. Bowing the instrument's string causes a stick-slip phenomenon to occur, which makes the string vibrate.
 Striking: The third common method of sound production in stringed instruments is to strike the string with a hammer. By far the most well-known instrument to use this method is the piano, where the hammers are controlled by a mechanical action.
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