Suggestions for activities with the Trout quintet
1. First listening- ask the children to imitate you: Use different parts of your body to move in the different variations. You can choose to imitate fish in your movements or use different kind of free movements. As you want the child to identify the different variations, choose different set of movement for each variation.

2. Explain to the children that Schubert, the composer (show his picture), watched the Trout fish and saw that they are similar to each other but yet, have some differences. He wanted to show this in his music and that is why he chose the variation theme: each variation tells about one Trout fish which is similar to the other fish but also has a differences.

3. Put the music on: Ask the boys to act like fish in the first variation and the girls in the second one and so forth.

At the end ask how many times did the girls act (two) and how many times the boys (two).

Ask how many variations we have in the music- four  

4. Show the children the picture of the quartet players, count the five players, show a picture of a Trout fish and explain the name of the music" Trout Quintet" 

5. Give the children different fabrics that you have and ask them to prepare a fish costume

Divide the children into two groups by the color of their fabric or by the place they sit etc. Put the music on and ask the first group to act like fish. The children will have to listen and decide when to switch turns,

6. Talk about the life of the fish and show pictures. Ask the children how can we, the human being, help the fish and make a safer environment for it

7. Talk about the Piano and its mechanism

8. Arrange the children in pairs: Give each pair one paper and two Crayons. The first child will draw a fish at the first variation. His friend will have to draw a similar fish at the next variation. We are making visual variations with the music. As there are 4 variations in the music the children are allowed to draw 4 fish all together.

9. Playing the score:

a. Read the notes with your children

b. Play the notes with body percussion

c. Divide the class into groups and give each group its musical instrument

d. Play the score with the musical instruments

e. Put the music on and play with the musical instruments

f. Later on, put the score in your class  and ask the children to copy it

g. Let the children practice playing the score without music at the music corner 

Notice that the third variation is only with movement and this is for the children who find difficulties in playing the rhythmic notes   

