Shaon Ben Chail (the excellent clock) by Moshe Vilensky

Editing and musical adaptation by: Avi Ben Oz
This Lesson's Objectives:
1. Practicing how to play according to the musical beat in different speeds.
2. Introduction to the term "musical adaptation".
3. Introduction to the different musical styles of the 4 variations.
4. Developing listening skills and identifying the musical differences between the 4 variations.
5. Learning to play according to a rhythmic score based on two notes: Ta and Hus.
Previous Activity:

1. Talk with the children about the clock, the watch, why we need a clock or a watch (in Hebrew it is the same word) and about different units of time, such as: day, hour, minute, etc.

2. Show the children digital and mechanical watches and talk about the differences between them.
3. Tell the children that different people around the world use different clocks and watches - you can show them pictures from the information file: an hourglass, a sundial and even a water clock .You can tell the children that sometimes instead of numbers, a clock can have letters. Each country can put in clocks its typical letters or numbers, for instance Hebrew letters in Israel, Arabic letters in Arab countries, etc. If you have kids who speak different languages in your class, you can ask them to prepare a clock and replace the numbers with the letters of their language.
4. Listen to the Hebrew song Shaon Ben Chail and explain the meaning of the words to the children. Whenever you hear the words Tick Tuck, ask the children to move their hands like the clock's hands.
Active Listening to the Variations:
1. Let the children listen to the first variation and ask them if it's familiar to them and if they know the song which is hiding in the melody – it's the Hebrew song about the "excellent clock".

2. Talk about the clock's different parts - hands, engine, bell, etc., and ask the children to come up with ways to move like those parts using their body.
3. Stand in front of the children and make different "clock movements" for each variation. Ask the children to imitate you. Ask them how many times the music repeated itself - 4 times.

Was it exactly the same? No, each time it was a little different.

A piece of music that repeats itself with some changes is called a variation.
4. Listen to the music - in the first variation ask the children to move like the clock's hands. In the second variation do the same in pairs. In the third variation you can ask them to move silently like the clock's bell. In the forth variation you can imitate the clock's machine, for instance have the children hold each other and move their bodies accordingly.
5. The song" Shaon Ben Chail" was adapted by AVI Ben Oz so that in each variation you'll hear a different musical style:

· The original child-song style.
· The Jewish style.
· The Christian style.
· The Middle Eastern style.

Have the children sit in groups of four and put a big blank sheet of paper and crayons in front of them. Give each child a number which represents the variation during which he will have to draw.

In the first variation, the first child starts drawing a clock. In the second variation, ask the second child to draw the same clock on the paper with small changes.

In the third variation, ask the third child to draw the same clock the second child drew, but to also add small changes to the drawing. Do the same with the forth child.

At the end of this activity you will have 4 variations of the same clock and this will actually be a graphic description of the music.
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In the mechanical clock, the engine consists of cog wheels that move all the time and which are interconnected (see the picture in the information files). Take an elastic fabric, pierce it several times and draw some cog wheels - this is the clock's "engine".
 6 . 

Give each child one "engine" and ask him to put his head and hands through three of the holes. Put the music on. In the first variation, each child pretends to be a single clock engine that moves to the music beats. In the second variation he has to pair up with a friend and pretend to be an engine together. In the third variation ask four children to pretend to be an engine, and in the fourth do the same with a bigger number of children. Stop the music between each variation, so they are able to prepare themselves.
7. Find with the children different clock ticking sounds (with your tongue, with claps, stamps, etc.). Create different patterns of four ticks, for instance:

· Two claps and two stamps, or one clap, one stamp and two silent beats, etc.
8. Put the music on and in each variation play a different ticking pattern. You can ask different children to come up with different patterns as they listen to the music, whereas the rest can imitate them.
9. Ask the children to invent a free dancing style for each variation.
10. Teach them how to play the music according to the score - review the information file.

Enjoy

Efrat






